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19L3: Citing Evidence to Make Inferences

Part 1: Introduction

Writers don’t always tell you exactly what’s on their minds. Sometimes you need to make 
a reasonable guess about what the writer thinks. A reasonable guess, which is based on 
both evidence and your prior knowledge of a topic, is called an inference.

The passage below is about a creature known as the giant squid. You will read it twice.

For many years, both sailors and scientists suspected that a creature they called 
the giant squid lived in the ocean depths. Over the years, the evidence mounted, 
and in 2012 came solid proof: They filmed giant squids swimming in the ocean.

Before the 2012 video, nobody had answers to several significant questions 
about giant squids. How did they act in the wild? Were they hunters? Or did they 
just float in the water, eating what came their way? What purpose did their huge 
eyes serve? Thanks to the video, we have some answers. We know that the squid 
is a hunter that uses its large eyes to spot prey and avoid being eaten. But many 
fascinating mysteries about the creature still need solving. Will this important 
research continue?

Read the passage again. This time, underline any evidence suggesting whether the 
writer feels scientists should keep researching the giant squid.

So, does the writer think that scientists should keep researching the giant squid? You can 
use evidence from the text to make and support an inference about what she thinks.

Study the chart. It shows how you can support an inference using textual evidence.

What You Know + What the Text Says = Inference

A person with 
positive feelings 
about a type of work 
usually wants that 
work to continue.

•	 	“Before	the	2012	video,	nobody	had	
answers to several significant 
questions about giant squids.”

•	 	“But	many	fascinating	mysteries	
about the creature still need 
solving.”

•	 	“Will	this	important	research	
continue?”

The author thinks that 
scientists should keep 
researching the giant 
squid.

By using text evidence and what you already know, you can make and support inferences. 
In a way, you make the same kinds of educated guesses that scientists do when they 
study mysterious creatures of the deep!

Theme: Mysterious Creatures

Citing Evidence to Make Inferences
Lesson 3
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Read the first part of a scientific account about Bigfoot.

Explore how to answer this question: “Dr. Meldrum thinks that some samples are hoaxes, but others 
interest him. Why is he most likely interested in those other samples?”

Reread the second paragraph. It suggests what Dr. Meldrum thinks, but does not state it directly.

Look for details suggesting why Meldrum is interested in the other samples. One detail is listed 
in the second column; write another detail there. Then complete the inference statement.

What You Know + What the Text Says = Inference

•	 	If	a	scientist	is	
interested in 
something, he or she 
might think it has 
scientific value.

•	 	A	scientist	might	
keep samples that 
could lead to a 
discovery.

•	 	“Meldrum’s	laboratory	houses	more	
than 200 casts and artifacts relating 
to Bigfoot.”

•	 	

Dr. Meldrum is most likely 
interested in those other 
samples because . . .

On the lines below, explain how the details you presented in the chart support your inference.

 

 

 

Genre: Scientific Account

A Scientist’s Search for Bigfoot by Tetsuo Fujii

 Dr. Jeffrey Meldrum is an Associate Professor of Anatomy and Anthropology at Idaho State 

University. He specializes in primate foot structure—a category that includes apes, monkeys, 

and humans. His interests also include evaluating footprints that some claim are left by a 

mythical North American ape known as Bigfoot.

 Meldrum’s laboratory houses more than 200 casts and artifacts relating to Bigfoot. Although 

he believes that some samples are hoaxes, others interest him, such as unidentified hair and 

unique casts of muscle and foot-bone anatomy.
(continued)
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Show Your Thinking

Continue reading the account about Meldrum’s research. Use the 
Close Reading and the Hint to help you answer the question.

Circle the correct answer. 

Which sentence from the account best supports the idea that most 
scientists do not find value in investigating Bigfoot artifacts?

A “Many anthropologists criticize Meldrum’s work.”

B “They feel he is trying to find an imaginary creature that exists only 
in folklore.”

C “Meldrum tells critics he is not saying that Bigfoot exists.”

D “He just believes there is enough evidence to justify scientific 
investigation.”

Hint
Which choice gives 
evidence of what most 
scientists think of Bigfoot 
research?

  Look at the answer you chose above. Explain how the evidence in your answer helped show 
that most scientists do not find value in investigating Bigfoot artifacts.

     

     

     

 Many anthropologists criticize Meldrum’s work. They feel he 

is trying to find an imaginary creature that exists only in 

folklore. Meldrum tells critics he is not saying that Bigfoot 

exists. He just believes there is enough evidence to justify 

scientific investigation. 

 Unsurprisingly, most anthropologists reject Meldrum’s 

evidence. Dr. David J. Daegling, a University of Florida 

anthropologist who thinks Meldrum’s methods of analyzing data 

are unscientific, sums up this feeling: “Meldrum’s evidence 

doesn’t look better on deeper analysis; it looks worse.”

What do most other 
scientists think about 
Meldrum’s work? 
Underline the sentence 
that tells how they feel 
about it.

Close Reading (continued from page 20)


